R E C R U I T I N G   T I P S   F O R   P L A Y E R S

At least ( 3 – 4 ) weeks before tournaments, showcases, scrimmages,, send individual personalized emails to coaches.   IT IS IMPORTANT FOR PLAYERS TO MARKET THEMSELVES TO THE COLLEGES THAT THEY ARE THINKING ABOUT OR WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND.   EACH PLAYER SHOULD BE SENDING INFORMATION OR ANNOUNCEMENTS TO  ( 8 – 12 ) COLLEGES.   ( POST CARDS WORK WELL AND/OR EMAILS TO COLLEGE COACHES.   MAKE IT PERSONAL AND NOT A MASS EMAIL

        THE POSTCARDS OR EMAILS TO THE COLLEGE COACHES SHOULD CONTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT THE PLAYER, THE TEAM THE PLAYER IS PLAYING ON, THE PLAYER'S JERSEY NUMBER, THE POSITIONS THE PLAYER PLAYS, THE NAME, DATE, AND PLACE OF THE TOURNAMENT SHE IS GOING TO PARTICIPATE IN, AND THE GAME SCHEDULE WITH TIMES & FIELDS.

       THIS INFORMATION FULFILLS   ( 3 )  PURPOSES:  (1) IF THE COLLEGE COACH HAS FORGOTTEN TO  R S V P  TO THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR OR WAS NOT PLANNING TO ATTEND THAT TOURNAMENT, IT MIGHT CHANGE THEIR MIND AND AT LEAST THE POST CARD OR EMAIL WILL REMIND THEM OF THE TOURNAMENT;  (2)  THE COACH IS NOTIFIED OF A PLAYER WHO WANTS TO COME TO THEIR SCHOOL OR IS CONSIDERING THAT SCHOOL, AND JUST MIGHT FULFILL THE NEEDS/WANTS OF HIS/HER TEAM;  (3)  THE COLLEGE COACHES TELL US THAT WHEN THEY RECEIVE NOTES FROM PLAYERS, THEY LIKE TO AT LEAST GIVE THAT GIRL A COURTESY LOOK AND THIS BRINGS MORE COACHES TO YOUR GAMES TO SEE YOU AND POSSIBLY OTHER PLAYERS ON OUR TEAM.

            IT IS ONLY NATURAL FOR SOME PLAYERS TO BE NERVOUS ABOUT PLAYING IN FRONT OF A LOT OF COLLEGE COACHES,  B U T  IF PROPERLY PREPARED, A PLAYER JUST NEEDS TO BE THEMSELVES AND RELAX, BUT PLAY WITH INTENSITY.   THIS WAY YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO PERFORM YOUR BEST AND TO SHINE FOR THE COACHES.   HERE ARE A FEW TIPS:

1)        PLAYERS SHOULD BE IN FULL UNIFORM AND JERSEY TOPS TUCKED IN, AND JERSEYS NOT TIED IN THE BACK CONCEALING A PLAYERS NUMBER

2)      BE READY TO GO ALL OUT ON EVERY PLAY IN THE GAME AND WARM UPS

3)       PLAYERS NEED TO HUSTLE ALL THE TIME AND NEVER WALK ANYWHERE WHILE ON THE FIELD.  (THIS INCLUDES WARM UPS;  ESPECIALLY SINCE MOST COLLEGE COACHES 

INTENTIONALLY WATCH WARM UPS TO SEE HOW A GIRL PREPARES FOR A GAME)  MANY TIMES A COACH CAN SEE MORE REPETITIONS IN WARM UPS THAN SHE WILL EVER SEE IN A GAME.  REMEMBER, DURING A GAME A PLAYER MAY NEVER GET A BALL HIT TO HER OR AN OPPOSING PITCHER MAY THROW A NO-HITTER AND WARM UPS IS THE ONLY ACTION A PLAYER CAN DISPLAY HER SKILLS THAT DAY.

4)        A PLAYER SHOULD EXHIBIT A GOOD ATTITUDE AND WORK ETHIC.   IF A PLAYER BOOTS A BALL OR MAKES A BAD THROW, THEY SHOULD KEEP A GOOD ATTITUDE, HUSTLE AFTER A MISTAKE AND NEVER GIVE UP OR QUIT ON ANY PLAY.

5)        IF YOU MAKE A BAD PLAY OR DON'T GET A HIT, OR GET ROBBED OF A HIT, DON'T SHOW BAD BODY LANGUAGE.   DON'T DROP YOUR SHOULDERS OR ACT DISCOURAGED, SHOW A DETERMINATION TO DO BETTER NEXT TIME.

6)        STAY FOCUSED ON THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS TOURNAMENT OR SHOWCASE.  (WINNING THE TOURNAMENT IS NOT THE ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE)  EACH PLAYER SHOULD BE FOCUSING ON DOING AND GIVING HER VERY BEST EFFORT ON EVERY PLAY.   THE OBJECTIVE OF THE TOURNAMENT OR SHOWCASE IS FOR COLLEGE COACHES TO SEE PLAYERS PERFORMING AT THEIR BEST AND SHOWING QUALITIES THAT THEY ARE THERE TO RECRUIT

7) EVEN IF YOUR TEAM IS ON THE LOSING END OF A GAME, REMEMBER THAT THE COLLEGE COACHES ARE THERE EVALUATING THE EFFORTS AND TALENTS OF INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS.   (THEY ARE RECRUITING PLAYERS, NOT TEAMS OR COACHES)

8)          IF AN UMPIRE MAKES A CONTROVERSIAL OR BAD CALL, KEEP A GOOD ATTITUDE, THESE COLLEGE COACHES KNOW THE GAME WELL AND THEY CAN SEE THE PLAY AND WILL NOT HOLD A BAD CALL AGAINST A PLAYER.

9)          MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE COLLEGE COACHES WATCH THE PLAYERS VERY CLOSELY WHEN THEY ARE OFF THE FIELD AND INTERACTING WITH THEIR TEAMMATES AND COACHES AND PARENTS.   THIS INTERACTION AND HOW A PLAYER ACTS IN THESE SITUATIONS IS JUST AS IMPORTANT TO A COLLEGE COACH AS A PLAYERS ACTIONS AND ABILITIES ON THE SOFTBALL FIELD OF PLAY.   

